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OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE

Mr, SRIVASTAVA (Secoretary-Genorcl) welcomed delegates to the Conference,
in particular Mr, Clinton Davie, Parliomontary Undor-Seoretary ot the United
Kingdom Department of Trade, and thosc personcges who had played an important

poxrt in the 1960 Confexonce.

In the past 45 yoars, throe confercncos had been hold on safety of lifo at
gsen ~ in 1929, 1948 and 1960, Their tesk hod been to up-date the Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sen in the light of tochnical dewvelopments in shipping.

Since the last Conferenco, held in 1960, IMCO had, through its various
organg, provided a standing machinory for keeping the Convention up to dato,
However, 1ts work had not been as successful as had been hoped, since the
numerous omendments had not entered into force beoouse they had not been accepted

by the requisito number of govermments,

For IMCO's work to be effective, o new amendment procedure had to be
deviged, so that amondments could be ndopted and brought into force speedily
but without any encroachmont on the sovereign rights of the various Statos.

He therefore hoped that the Conforence would succeed in working out o new
formulo whoreby the Comvention could be up-dated quickly, and that it would use
the presont opportunity to incorporate into the text of the Convention for the
Safety of Lifc ot Sen those amendmonts adopted since 1960 which had not yet
entered into force, The Conference would also have before it draft resolutions
which would serve as a basis for the future work of IMCO.

There was o question to which ho wished to draw the attention of the

Conference, It would be recalled that at its ecighth regular session, the
’ Assembly had decided to convene the present Conforence and to invite States

vhich were Membors of the United Kations or its Speciclized Lgencies or the
Intexnational Atomic Encrgy Agency ox Parties to the Statute of the Intormational
Court of Justico. At its thirty-sccond sesmsion in May 1974, the Council had
decided to follow tho formula for invitations laid down by the Assembly.
However, in view of the United Notions Gonersl Assembly Resolution 3067 (XXVIII)
by which, jinter alia, Guineo~Bissau ond the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nan
hod been invited to the Conference on the Law of the Sea, Council had requested
hin to bring the TN Genernl Assembly Resolution to the attention of the present
Conference, The Conference might wish to decide whether it wanted to invite

other countries to participate in its doliborations,
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In conclusion, he soid that an exhibition, consisting of documentary ond
other material pmvided by the Government of the ﬁSSR, had bean manged in the
entrance holl of the IMCO builiding and he hoped that oxhibitions of tlmt lcind.
would be held in the future with the help of other oountriee.

Mz:. CLINTON I)AVIS (Parlinnentm Under~Secrotary, United Kingdcn Departnent
of Trade) sald thet he was gled to welcome participonis to London. The United
Kingdon Governnent attached the highost importance to tho work of the Conferenoa,
which should help to dininish the number of tmgedies ot goa. Sofety neasures
had clearly to be acceptad ’by all countries in order to be effective, dtherwiso
they would bo utterly mesningless. The United Kingdon Government wag therefore
a strong supportur of IMCO and wished ita offectivencss to increasc.

Before the creation of IMCO in 1959, the United Kimgdom-had taken the
initiative in convening diplonotic conferences on naritine safoty and in -
preparing conventions, During tho last 14 years, IMCO had enaeavoured,

through its various orgons, to keep tho 1960 Intomtioml .Convention for the

Safety of Life at Sea up to date,  That far~reaching instrumont, which covered

anong othor things the construction of vessels, 1ifo-nav’mg oppliances, radio,

rodar, and the carriage of cargoes, now required anendne:ﬁ: to take account of.

. ‘technological needs, There were congequently new Cha,ptera on f{ire proteotion
and groin trangport, and new requironents for ra.dio and rado,r

The procedures for bringing amondnents into force, howsver, left muoh to

be desired, us évidenced by the fact thot no amendments to:the 1960 Convention
had yet corie into force, The Cunference should therefare devise nothods whereby

gpeedy. effect, could be given to future.provieions, In that connezion, his
Governnent 'believ?d that amendnents should take effect ai‘ter o spooified
periof, He hoped thet the Conferenoe would accept 'bha:t: new procadu:ee in '
the interests of all cuncerned.

Be wished the:Conference suocess, for thousands of hunan. lives depende&
- on its outeone, J - .

Mr. SRIVASTAVA (Secreto.ry-(}eneml) tho.nkod Mr. Clinton Davis for having
honoured the Ccmference with his pmsenoe, and ror hie kindnesa in txddressmg

it,
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AGENDA ITEM 1 - ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
Mr, SRIVASTAVA (Secretary-Genersl) invited noninntions for the office of
President of the Conference,

Mr, LONGE (Nigeria) proposed Rear-idniral Edwards (United States).
Rear-Adnirnl Edwards was Consultent to the Commandant of the United States
Coast Guard; he had discharged voarious functions at IMCO since 1968 and wos
eninently qualified to preside over the Conference,

Mr, TARDANA (Indonesia) and Mr, KOLESNITCHENKO (USSR) supported the
proposal, '

Rear=idpiral Edwards (United Stotes) wag unaninously elected Preside: nt
of the Confepence and fook the Chair.

STATEMENTS BY DELEGATIONS

Mr, SUNG CHIB=-KUANG (China) said that the internantional situation had
undergone far-reaching changes since the conclusion of the 1960 Convention for
the Safety of Life at Sea., The adoption by the United Nations General LAssembly
of the Declaration and Prograrme of Aetion on the Egtablishnent >of a New
International Econonic Order bore witness to the new trend towards econonic
developnent which characterized the struggle of the peoples of the world sgainst
inperialisn, At tho third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, the
developing countries had united againgt the naritine hegenony: of the great powers,
so as to safeguaxd the sovereigniy of States over their natural resources and the
developuent of their national econonies.

In the revigion of the 1960 Convention, account tmust be taken of that new
evolution§ the sovereignty of States rmst be reapected and full consideretion
rust be given to each country's political, econonic and technical situntion and
natural charcoteristics, The technical provisions of the Convention rust not
be imposed unifoxnly and every State nust be able to enter reservations on
provisions inappropriate to its actusl cirounstonces, or be exempt fron applying
then. The provisions in question should ioke pa.rticulmr;aooox‘mt of the
relationship between nen and equipnent, Vith respect to safety, the Convention
should stress preventive neasures such as strengthening orews! sense of duty,
rational safety proocedures and the correct use of equipnent,
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L very wide basis should be laid down for the entry into force of the
Convention, since the safety of life at sea could not be fully ensured until
the developing countries and all small and nediun-siced States epplied it.
gnendnents were to come into force swiftly and universally, they must correspond
to the needs of the majority of countrics and pay regard, among other things, to
the level of development of the shipping firme and shipyardes of the developing
The amendment proocedurse rust respect na.tiongal govereignty and all

If

countries,
States rmat be able to glve full expression to their views,

In conolusion, he sald that China had long been subjected to colonial
oppression and exploitation, and was resolutely at one with the countries of the
third world in their fight against imperialisn, colonialism eand neo-oolonialisn,
and hegenony. The Chiang Kai-shék régine's acceptance and signature of the 1948
and 1960 Conventions for the Safety of Life at Sea were unlawful and invalid,

pince that régine had had no right to conduct international activities on behelf

of Chinsa,

Mr. KOLESNITCHENKO (USSR) firmly believed that the Conference, under the
leadership of Adniral Edwards, would successfully produce internationel safety
principlos and Jjustify the hopes of all delegations,

He wiched to state officially that the Soviet delegation apprecilated the
useful and important work done by the orgons of IMCO headed by Mr. C.P, Srivastava,

the Secretary~General. Providing for safety of life at sea and navigation were

urgent and important questions requiring solution, The raising of the Soviet

peoplels living standards included inmprovenent of crew safety and working
conditions on board, The Soviet Govermment considered that safety of 1life at
sec and navigation could be achieved if all States, on a basieg of equality,
worked out means for the uniform epplication of eppropriate regulations and
gtandards, The highest scientific and engineering achievements should serve
thet worthwhile purpose, Soviet experts participated actively in IMCO's work,
the value of which was beyond gquestion,

In concluslon, Mr, Koleenitchenko said that the Soviet Union was ready to
collaborate in working out up to date intermational safety principles on a basis
of equality.

Mr, STRATIGIS (Grooce) extended his delegation's warmeot congratwlations to
the Prosident. Iis Govexnment wished the Conference success and pledped ito

gupport,



SOLAS/CONF/SR.1 -6~

Greece had served world trade for at least five thousand years. Because of
its geogroaphical position, Greece had oontributed to world-wide understanding of
which shipping wne an essontial elenent., Over 3,100 vessels were under the Greck
flag, totalling some 23 nillion gross tons; Greek nationnls controlled 1,400
ships undex foreign flogs totalling 22 nillion gross tons and over 120,000 Grook
seanen were enployed.

s country attached great inportance to IMCO as a forun for the discussion
and polution of cormon problems and the forrmlation of maritime polioy, especially.
as related to safoty. The IMCO sub-comnitfess, ocssisted by various maritime bodies,
had done excellent work in revising the 1960 Sofety Convention., Greece bLelieved
that the now SOLAS would prove o valuable ingtrmmoent and intonded to co-operate
in achioving the aing of the Conferconce, Ilis Government hoped ‘that all '
delegations would co~operate in a spirit of rmutunl understanding.

In the futuro, IMCO ghould continue to focus attention on safoty at sea, and
should draw the developing countrics closer so that thoir problens could bo solved
throuch disoussion,

ATTENDANCE CF OBSERVERS AT THE CONFERENCE

Mr. SRIVASTAVA (Scoretary-Gonernl) ashked the Conforence to decide whether
the Donocratic Republic of Viet-Nam should be invited to send an observer to tho
Conference. A

Mr. PIETRASZEK (Poland) proposed that the Secretary-Goneral be requested to
issue the invitation in question,

Mr. MESA CRESPO (Cuba) supported that proposal, IHe proposed that Poxtucal
should also be invited. In accordance with tho principle of univsrsality, all
govornnents truly representing their peoples, such ag the Provisional
Revolutionary Governnent of South Viet-Nam and the Dermocratic People!s Ropublic
of Korea, should be invited. ,

Mr. CHOI (Republic of Korea), in exercise of his right of reply, said that
it was inappropriate to raise political questions at the Conforence, for that
could only weaken the spirit of friendly cowoperation,

is Government was not opposed to participation by North Korea 4f 1t .
contrituted to détente and had made proposals to that effect soveral tines, but
thoy hod been reojected. Illo believed that the Secretariat had in faot sont the
Governnent in question an invitotion to the Conferemce, but it had boon declined.
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Tho FRESIDENT confirmed ilat that wos the oasey consequently tho Conforenco
noed not (deal with the quostion of an invitation to tho Denocratlo Peoplols

Republic of Koros.

Mr. BACT (Ropublio of Viet~Nam), for the benefit of those ropresentatives
who had not been present at the noceting of heads of delegation, sald that the
quogtion of the invitation of tho Democoratic Nepublic of Viet-Nan had beon reised
at that neceting. Iia delegntion had rominded the heads of delegation that, as o
result of tho 1954 Geneva Conference and Agreenents, it had been decided to divido
Viet-Nan into two zones, North Viet-Nam and South Viet-Non, each with its own
adninistrationy the outoome had been the Dernocratic Republic of Viet-Non in the
north and the Ropublic of Viet-Nan in the south. Iie delegntion had no objection
to the participation of the Demooratic Nepubllic of Viet-Nans but as regards any
intontion to invite the so~called Provisional Revolutlonary Governnent of South
Viet~Nan, it wished to relterate thot its Govermment was the sole lowful
reprosontative of South Viet-Nan. It was by virtue of that very principle of
universality which wos so often montioned that the intermational comrunity had
bheen led to exclude from participation in najor intemational conferences the
po~called Provisional Rovolutionary Govermnent, which was nothing nore than an
Ingtrunont established by the Govermnent of North Viet-lNan to help 1t conquer
South Viet-Nan by force. IHis delemation thérefore called upon the Conference to
rojoot any request to invite the so~called Provisional Revolutionary Govermnent

of South Viet-Non to porticipate.

Tho PRESIDENT, in the abgence of objectlons, asked the Scoretary=General o
invite the Denoccratic Nepublic of Viet~tlan to take part in the Conferenco.

Mr. SUNG CIINI~KUANG (China) snid that the 1973 Paxds tolks had establishod
the existonce of two adrministrations in South Viet-Naon, nanely the Provisional
Revolutionary Governnent of South Viet-Nan and the Saigon administration. It
wag therefore unacceptable for the lattor alone to be represented at the
Conference. s dolegntion accordingly proposed that the Provisional
Revolutionary Govermment of South Viet-Nan should be invited as well,

The -PRESIDENT agked for opinions on the question of an invitation to
Portugal, requestoed by the Cuban representative,

Mr, YANKOV (Bulgaria) thought that the Conferensce should keep two congider-
ations in nind in deciding whether an invitation should be sont to the Govermuent
of Portugnl, Poriupal wos indeed & menber of the United Notions and nany
Specialized Apencies and deserved to be invited in that capaclity; but the IMJO
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Aggcnbly, ot ite lost ropular sossion in November 1973, had decided to oxolude
the Portuguese CGovernnont fron the Assenbly and all IMCO conferonces and neotings
(Rosolution A.310(VIII)), Iowever, vory inportont changes hod since token place
with regard to the gpecifio matters which had beon ropponeiblo.for that
rosolution, IMCO needed to be recognized throughout the world, and the

~ Conforence should not be dsprived of the contribution of a nmaritine power which

had recently reviped its oolonial polioy. IHs dolegation therofore supported the
Cuban proposal to invite Portugel to participate in the Conferonce.

It sufficed to soy, with rogard to the participation of ‘the Provisional
Revolutionoey Govermment of South Viet-Nan, that it hod token part in the Paris

Conferenoce and that, in accordance with the prinoiple of universality and the
soverelignty of all States on a bagis of equality, there was no Justification

for not inviting it.

Mr, JACQUIER (France) and Mr, CUENCA (Spain) endorsed the Cuban proposal
to invite Portugal to participate in the Conference.

The FRESIDENT, in the absence of objections, requested the Secretary-General
to invite the Portusuese Government to take part in the Conference,

The noeting rose at 12,25 p.o.





